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Customs

A.T.A. Carnet

	  Crew bringing in equipments for film production and 
goods under the auspices of the A.T.A. Carnet agreement
which are to be used for filming purpose or as sample 
and re-exported are required to inform the Customs 
officer at the red channel for Customs clearance at the 
Passenger Control Division, Suvarnaphumi International
Airport Customs Bureau or other place designated
by Regional Customs Bureau for that area.
 
	 On the departure date crew must present the A.T.A. 
Carnet document, equipments for film production  and 
goods for inspection; otherwise the equipments or goods
will be considered as not having been re-exported and
Customs duties and taxes will be levied. 

	 Restricted goods are goods the import and export 
of which is restricted by law and therefore require a 
permit from the related government agencies.

	 The following items require a permit from the 
government agency in order to lodge the Customs 
formalities:

Firearms, ammunitions, explosive objects       
The Department of Provincial Administration                            
Ministry of Interior

Buddha images, artifacts and antiques	 
The Fine Arts Department, Ministry of Culture

Radio transreceivers and telecommunications equipment	
Ministry of Information and Communication Technology

Plants and planting materials		    
The  Department of Agriculture 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives

Live animals, and animal product        
The  Department of Live Stock Development			 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives

Medicines and chemical products	  
The  Office of  Food and Drugs Administration			 
Ministry of Public Health
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Taxes

	 Thailand is currently legislated under the Double 
Taxation Treaties with many countries. They are
designed to prevent foreign filmmakers of member 
countries from being taxed in Thailand and in their home
country. In general, all income earned in Thailand is
subject to tax at a rate of 5-37 percent for an  individual
(depending on the income earned) and at a rate of 30 
percent of net profits for a corporation.  Foreign actors
and actresses enjoy the privilege of 10% flat rate
for their income.  
	 For further details on the provisions of Double
Taxation Agreements and Thai Revenue Code, please
refer the taxation authorities in your home country
of the Revenue Department of Thailand.

     For further information on any Customs matte
please contact Customs officers at any post or call  
(662) 134 1252 

The 58 countries restricted by  A.T.A.Carnet are as 
follows:

	 Algeria		 Andorra		  Australia		
	 Austria		 Belgium		  Bulgaria		
	 Canada		 China		  Cote d’lvoire	
	 Croatia		 Cyprus		  Czech Republic
	 Denmark		 Estonia		  Finland		
	 France		 Germany		  Gibraltar		
	 Greece		 Hong Kong		  Hungary		
	 Iceland		 India		  Ireland
	 Israel		 Italy		  Japan		
	 Korea(Rep.of)		 Lebanon		  Lithuania		
	 Luxembourg		 Macedonia		  Malaysia		
	 Malta		 Mauritius		  Morocco
	 Netherlands		 New Zealand		  Norway		
	 Poland		 Portugal		  Romania		
	 Russia		 Senegal		  Singapore	
	 Slovakia		 Slovenia		  South Africa
	 Spain		 Sri Lanka		  Sweden		
	 Switzerland		 Thailand		  Tunisia		
	 Turkey		 United Kingdom	 United States	
	 Yugoslavia	
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Dos & Don’ts

The Dos and Don’ts According to Thai                   
Culture

	 The present-day advanced technology makes it 
possible for rapid communication among the world’s 
peoples. The opportunities to get in touch with groups 
of people belonging to different beliefs or cultures 
other than ours occur so easily that we are hardly aware 
of them. Therefore, if people are knowledgeable about 
different cultures, this will lead to better understanding 
and promote peaceful mutual existence. The Ministry of 
Culture has thus offered basic information concerning
Thai culture for the benefit of interested persons. 

Religion

	 1. When visiting Buddhist temples, dress politely. 
Visitors are allowed to wear shoes when walking around 
the ubosot/temple, but the shoes must be removed on 
entering the ubosot/temple, and at places where there 
are signs specifying the removal of shoes.
	 2. In the case of other religions, customs specified 
by such religions must be observed.
	 3. There is a rule forbidding Buddhist monks from 
touching females; therefore, women should not get too 
close to monks or make any kind of body contact with 
them. If a woman is given something by a monk, wait 
for him to put the object on the floor before picking it 
up. If she wants to present something to the monk, put 
it on a piece of cloth that he has spread before him.
	 4. Climbing, sitting on, or leaning against a Buddha 
image, regardless whether it is big or small, ruined or 
in good condition, genuine or a replica, is considered 
a disrespect to religious object. If one wants to have 
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a picture taken with a Buddha image, do it in a polite 
manner that shows respect to the image.
	 5. Buddha images should be placed in suitable 
places. Normally, Thais place Buddha images at a high 
level. Placing Buddha images on the floor, near the 
staircase, under a table or a chair, in the bathroom, or 
on the lawn should not be done, for it is considered a 
disrespect.
	 6. Buddha images are sold as objects of                                  
worship, and not for any other purpose, since they are 
deemed  to represent the Lord Buddha.  Moreover, the 
use of Buddha images as trademarks for goods such 
as sweets, beverages, alcoholic drinks, toys, or the  
placing of  Buddha images on articles used in daily life 
such as shoes, socks, swimwear, or underclothing is 
forbidden.
	 7. A Buddha image is one of the most venerated 
objects made for worshipping. Therefore, in Thailand 
several laws have been issued to protect Buddha           
images, for example, the unauthorized export of         
Buddha images from Thailand is a violation of the law, 
and legal action will be taken against the offender.
	

	 8. Any action to objects or places of veneration 
belonging to any religious group considered to be 
contemptible to that religion is a violation of the law 
according to Clause 206 of the Criminal Law with an 
imposed jail sentence of 1-7 years.
	 9. Causing a disturbance or riot at a religious            
assembly during a lawful meeting, worship, or religious 
ceremony is a criminal offence according to Clause 207 
of the Criminal Law with an imposed jail sentence of 
not more than one year.
	 10. Illegal dressing as and assuming the guise of a 
clergy in any religion is a violation of the law according 
to Clause 208 of the Criminal Law with an imposed jail 
sentence of not more than one year.
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The Monarchy
	 1. The Monarchy is an institution of worship. Any 
transgression to the Monarchy either openly or secretly 
is a misdemeanor according to the Constitution.
	 2. Respect should be paid to the Monarchy.
	 3. One should stand to pay respect while the Royal 
Anthem is being played.
	 4. When entering the palace grounds, dress                
politely. Sleeveless shirts or blouses, shorts, or sandals 
are not allowed.

Social Customs
	 1. Thais greet one another with a “Wai”.
	 2. Thais consider the head to be venerable and 
thus one should not touch anybody’s head. If touching    
anyone’s head by accident, it is wise to apologise to 
him/her immediately.
	 3. Thais consider the feet to be lowly and thus one 
should not put one’s feet on the table or the chair, or 
point at people or things with one’s feet.
	 4. Expressing sexual feeling in public is unacceptable 
in the Thai culture.

	 5. Showing the image of the Thai National Flag on 
any package or goods without implying any sense of 
contempt can be done to a certain degree only 1) by 
government’s agencies, and 2) for commercial purpose, 
with the government’s approval according to the Law 
regarding the National Flag.
	 6. Any form of amusement during the Songkran      
Festival or other traditional. Thai festivals should be 
held to propagate the good traditions and express 
goodwill and pure intention. Clean water and proper 
utensils should be used in the Songkran Festival, and 
water should not be thrown at those who do not wish 
to participate in the festival.




